
Monday, June 22, 2020 

Dear Church, 

I am so excited to announce that we will start slowly re-launching our church 

activities starting with in-person Worship Services on Sunday, June 28th.  

The first thing I want to stress is that we will also continue having online Worship 

Services, as well, as I know not everyone will be comfortable gathering together 

just yet.   We will record the in-person service and then afterwards upload it on-

line, sending out the link as we have been, in addition to posting the link on our 

website.  The only difference will be that the online version of the service will not 

be available until Sunday afternoon rather than Sunday morning as it has been. 

Right now we are only resuming in person Worship Service.  Sunday School, Bible 

Study and other groups and committees are encouraged to use our Zoom 

subscription or continue to suspend meeting for a while longer.   

In order to gather safely, the board members and I have had several meetings to 

determine and set forth the following guidelines.  Please read them thoroughly.  

Some may seem rather over protective, but all of the guidelines have been taken 

from the guidance of the CDC, North Georgia Medical Center and the North 

Georgia United Methodist Conference and have been established with the utmost 

attention to all of our safety. 

For the time being or until further notice, Oakwood First United Methodist's In-

Person Worship Guidelines are as follows: 

1.  If you have an underlying medical conditions at any age, please continue to 

worship online from the safety or your home, those conditions based on the CDC 

are: 

 asthma 

 kidney disease being treated with dialysis 

 lung disease 

 diabetes 



 blood disorders 

 immunocompromised 

 liver disease 

 heart conditions 

 obesity 

We would add also any other health issues that might give you concern for being 

around a large group of people. 

2.  Stay home and participate in online worship if you are not feeling well in any 

manner but especially if you have 

 fever 

 coughing 

 shortness of breath 

 sneezing 

3.  You will be required to wear a mask, no exceptions. 

 If you do not have one or forget yours, the church will provide one for you. 

 If you refuse to wear a mask, you will be asked to leave and view the 

worship service online. 

4.  No physical contact is allowed (hugging, shaking hands, etc) 

5.  Everyone is to maintain 6 feet of social distancing. 

 This pertains to not just once inside, but from the time you leave your cars 

to the time you return to them. 

o One Individual or one family unit will occupy a pew and will be 

staggered by seating either on the wall end or the aisle end. 

 Signage will be available to help designate the appropriate 

seating. 

6. Hand sanitizer will be available at each entry point to the sanctuary, fellowship 

hall, and restrooms in addition to each window sill in the sanctuary for easy 

access from the pews.  You may also bring your own if you wish. 



7.  All hymn books, Bibles and pens have been removed to prevent the spread of 

contamination.  You are encouraged to bring your personal Bible each week.  

 Scripture and song lyrics will be displayed either in the bulletin or on the 

media screens. 

 Please bring a pen or pencil from home if you wish to write an offering 

check or use the sermon notes. 

8.  There will be three points to enter and exit the sanctuary: 

 The Double Doors 

 The Narthex Door (ramp access) 

 and the Prayer Chapel Door 

9.  There will not be a formal collection of offering, however there will be an 

offering plate at each of the entrances/exits for you to place your offering/tithes. 

10.  We will not offer nursery or children's church.  Families will be encouraged to 

worship together in the sanctuary. 

 We have activity books and crayons available for those children who would 

like them. 

11.  There will be no congregational singing or full choir.  Unfortunately the risk is 

too great. 

 (Recently, a choir practice in Washington of 60 socially distanced 

participants resulted in 40 people getting sick with 2 dying.) 

 There will be music provided by our choir director and 2-3 people to 

accompany, practicing social distancing. 

12.  The sanctuary, fellowship door handles, light switches and bathrooms will be 

sanitized each Saturday. 

 Frequent hand sanitizing is encouraged before, during and after each 

worship service. 

13.  There will be no coffee service, fellowship time or food. 



14.  Our Ushers will dismiss us row by row in order to exit at a safe distance. 

15.  Please do not linger in the Sanctuary to fellowship, you may do so at a safe 

distance outside in the parking lot. 

I realize that other churches in the area may not be putting such drastic measures 

in place, however, not only is your spiritual health important to me, but so is your 

physical health.  That is a burden of responsibility that I do not take lightly. 

This "new normal" will continue until we feel safe to ease the guidelines or a 

vaccination is made available.  The OFUMC Board will continue to discuss adding 

in other elements such as Sunday School and groups as they deem safe. 

Please feel free to call me or any of the Board Members if you have any questions 

or concerns.   As a reminder your Board Members are: 

 Jeff Glenn (Chair)  Joe Clark   Al Swope  

 Stevie McClure  Cheryl Hughes Walt Boyd 

 Debbie Edwards  Johnny Edwards Donna Meadows 

 Mary Alice Swope (Lay Leader) 

Thank you in advance for your understanding, flexibility and adherence to these 

guidelines.  

I love each of you with the Love of the Lord and look forward to seeing each of 

you again one day soon....maybe even on the 28th! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Sandy 

Rev. Sandra Skinner 

 


